First Minister
Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House
Regent Road
Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

8" May 2024
Dear First Minister,

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to office. We look forward to working
with you to protect, strengthen and advance human rights in Scotland.

As you know, the task before you is vast and urgent. Children across Scotland are going
hungry as families are pulled deeper into poverty, more households than ever before are stuck
in temporary accommodation for months on end, disabled and older people are being refused
the social care support that they desperately need, and some Scots can’t access the medical
care they have a right to. These are just some of the human rights emergencies being
experienced by people in Scotland today.

We have welcomed the Scottish Government’s positive rhetoric as the UK Government has
taken a sledgehammer to rights protections. The incorporation of the UNCRC in particular is
an achievement that Scottish Ministers should be proud of and is already bringing positive
impacts for children and young people. We also strongly welcome the Scottish Government’s
commitment to introducing a Human Rights Bill within this parliamentary session which will
enshrine everyday environmental and human rights protections into domestic law, and make
them legally enforceable for people across Scotland.

The third sector and civil society have backed the incorporation of all human rights into Scots
law to the hilt, devoting substantial expertise and capacity to shaping the Human Rights Bill
over many years. Many have been involved in various Scottish Government working and
advisory groups, and there have been three Lived Experience Boards where individuals have
given their precious time to help shape the plans. The Bill consultation saw hundreds of
community and civil society organisations involved in discussing and responding to the
Scottish Government’s consultation questions. Coming after years of campaigning for this Bill,
there is overwhelming support to now see a strong and effective Bill introduced and passed.

Given the urgent need for it, and the resources that Scottish Government have already
devoted to developing the legislation, we look forward to seeing this Bill introduced to
Parliament imminently and seek your assurances that it will not be delayed. We understand
the many competing issues facing you as First Minister, however the challenges that Scotland
faces are the very same challenges that this Bill will help to address. Strengthening our NHS,
tackling the housing emergency, building more empowered and powerful communities,
improving social care, and stemming the rising tide of poverty; the Bill can help to achieve the
more just Scotland we all want to see.

Scottish Ministers have made repeated and high-profile commitments to the Human Rights
Bill being introduced. In making real those commitments, you can help to create a Scotland
where no one is left behind and where our fundamental human rights are not just rhetoric, but
are a reality for all. We urge you to do so.

We look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,
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GCVS (Glasgow Council for the Voluntary Sector)

Douglas Jack, Teaching Fellow, University of Strathclyde.
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